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REVIEWER GUIDELINES 

The Journal of International Students (JIS) publishes theoretical and empirically-based research 

articles, narrative essays especially on study-abroad experience, book reviews, and reflective 

writing about transnational education. The journal’s audiences include scholars and researchers 

of international education, academic professionals working with international students in a 

variety of programs, and others who are interested in international students in colleges and 

universities. 

Benefits 

This is an academic opportunity to engage in a significant research activity, view research first-

hand, and participate in the evaluation of scholarly research. In addition, as a review board 

member, you name and affiliation will appear on the JIS website and both in print and online 

volumes. Individual may use this service towards doctoral degree requirement, faculty tenure, 

and promotion activities. You will also receive a free digital volume of the Journal. However, 

there is no monetary reward as all positions in the Journal are unpaid. 

Individuals (including doctoral students) are invited to submit current curriculum vitae 

with research interests to the editor at contact@jistudents.org for fill out the following Form. 
https://goo.gl/u3A5ps  

Commitment 

All editorial members serve a 3-year term and can anticipate being asked to review or edit 

approximately three manuscripts per year. The review members or editors hold doctoral 

degrees, have a minimum of a year of experience in higher education, and have expertise in 

writing and publication. 

Further, the review members agree to return reviews within 4 weeks of receipt and to assume a 

dual role of gatekeeper and shaper of research in the field of international students by providing 

a rigorous review of manuscripts submitted for publication by offering constructive and 

encouraging feedback to mentor fellow researchers. 

The Peer Review Process 

Peer review editors will receive a blind copy of the article with all author information removed. 

You will typically have about 4 weeks to review a manuscript. You have the option to accept the 

article as is, accept it with revisions, or reject it. The following table is a general outline of the 

peer review and revision process: 

Submission 

Deadline 

Reviewer Due Revision Due 

(If accepted) 

Copy Editor 

Due 

Editor/Layout 

Due 

Publication 

Date 

March 1 April 1 May 1 June 1 July 1 August 1 

https://goo.gl/u3A5ps


July 1 August 1 September 1 October 1 November 1 December 1 

September 1 October 1 November 1 December 1 February 1 March 1 

December 1 February 1 March 1 April 1 May 1 June 1 

Article Evaluation 

Reviewers provide a complete, fair, thoughtful evaluation of manuscripts to ensure all published 

work meet the goals of the Journal. Reviewers are asked to consider the following criteria: 

 General Aspect: Does the paper contribute to the field of international students? Does the 

paper help educators understand the learning or living experiences of international students 

and/or their teachers? 

 Subject Treatment: Is there a clear statement of research or thesis? Is there sufficient 

evidence to support the author’s thesis? Is the information accurate and consistent? Are 

descriptions clear and presented in enough detail? Does the title reflect clearly the content of 

the article? 

 Length: Should the text be expanded or condensed?  

 Style: Is the text written clearly and organized logically? Are the references appropriate and 

sufficient in APA style? 

Based on the quality of the manuscript, you may make one of the following decisions: 

 Reject: The manuscript is judged to be unacceptable for publication in the Journal.  

 Accept with Revisions: The manuscript has potential for publication but must be revised 

before publication can be considered. 

 Accept: The manuscript can proceed to the next stage of the editorial process without 

significant changes from the author. 

Additional Material: Twelve Tips for Reviewers by Roediger (2007) 

Style 

JIS follows the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA), Sixth Edition 

with regard to usage and style. Use the Merriam-Webster online dictionary for questions of 

spelling and hyphenation. For more information about the format and style of the journal, see 

the Author Guidelines, the JIS Style Guide, and the JIS template.  

 

https://jistudents.org/aims/
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/twelve-tips-for-reviewers

